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Schedule and Description (Description = 80 words)

1 Picture (Stock photo from our files?)

Festival Stages

	Date
	Stage
	Program
	Schedule
	Description
	Spotlight (80 words)
	Picture

	Friday, June 27
	South Stage
	Funk Asia
	Yes
	80 words
	No
	1

	Friday, June 27
	Central Stage
	DJ Central
	Yes
	no
	Yes
	1

	Saturday, June 28
	South Stage
	Dyke Day Afternoon
	Yes
	80 words
	Yes
	2

	Saturday, June 28
	South Stage
	Hidden Cameras Concert
	Yes
	no
	Yes
	1

	Saturday, June 28
	Wellesley Stage
	Pop Goes Pride
	Yes
	80 words
	Yes
	2

	Saturday, June 28
	Wellesley Stage
	Electro Avenue
	Yes
	80 words
	Yes
	2

	Saturday, June 28
	Wellesley Stage
	Parachute Club Concert
	No
	No
	Yes
	1

	Saturday, June 28
	Central Stage
	DJ Central
	Yes
	No
	Yes (2)
	2

	Saturday, June 28
	Village Show Stage
	Show Stage
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	2

	Saturday, June 28
	Paul Kane Parkette
	Community Cafe
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	1

	Sunday, June 29
	South Stage
	Rave
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes (2)
	3

	Sunday, June 29
	Wellesley Stage
	Ho’Mo’Town
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	2

	Sunday, June 29
	Wellesley Stage
	Thelma Houston
	No
	No
	Yes
	1

	Sunday, June 29
	Central Stage
	DJ Central
	Yes
	No
	Yes(2)
	2

	Sunday, June 29
	Paul Kane Parkette
	Pride Unplugged
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	2

	Sunday, June 29
	Alexander Parkette
	Alterna Queer
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	2

	Sunday, June 29
	Village Show Stage
	Show Stage
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	2


Fruit Loopz – 1 page (may only need 2/3rds of a page)
Schedule and Description (Description = 80 words)

1 Picture (Stock photo from our files?)

Fruit Loopz has two stages of fruity fun with an amazing lineup of youth artists, musicians, and cool games – perfect for the young or the young-at-heart. Play the Count The Fruit Loopz game to win great prizes, try your hand at the water balloon toss, show your colours with face and body painting, and get sticky at the cotton candy machine.  It’s alcohol free, wheel-chair accessible and ASL Interpreters are available. 

Saturday June 28th, 2008. Doors at 1:00PM, indoor stage begins at 2:00PM, and outdoor stage at 4:00PM. 

Indoor Stage

Hosts: Jay Stewart and Jesse Stong 

2:00
Queer Youth Digital Video Project

2:45
Kenji Tokawa

2:50
Cassy Blackwater

3:00
The Exquisite Corpses

3:20
Compass Group

3:30
Jay Stewart

3:45
Rain Chan

4:00
Destinie 

4:10
Luka

4:25
Robbie Chauhan

4:40 
Doing It On the Ice 

5:00
Pink Ink

5:30
SOY 10th Anniversary video

Outdoor Stage

Hosts: Taylor Dean Wilson and Lily Mamid 

4:00
Alexandra Ribera

4:20
Sarah Keshen

4:40
Marrison Stranks

5:00
Taylor Dean Wilson

5:30
Dallas/Marie Spitzer

6:00
John Wayne

6:30
Lila Rose

7:00
Casey vs. Jon

7:30
My Flea Circus

8:00
Romeo  

8:20
Nish and Marie

8:40
Jamieson Eakin

9:00
Derek W. and Miss Michie

DJ Zahra presents Funk Asia: United and Undefeated

Labatt South Stage

7:00pm to 12:00am

Pride Weekend kicks off with the 10th Anniversary of Funk Asia, an energetic celebration of empowering feminist talent! Women of Colour have been shaking shit up in Toronto for decades and DJ Zahra has been workin’ it with it her comrades for over 20 years. She hits the stage with an ode to the women who’ve inspired some of the city’s greatest social transformations. Zahra spins our favorite anthems and of course lots of hot and spicy Chutney, Bollywood and Bhangra. She will share the stage with artistic trailblazers, setting the night on fire with rich, raw and incredible talent including d’bi Young, Raging Asian Women, LaBomba, Lengua Latina, LAL, D’lishus, Faith Nolan, CoCo La Crème and Private Joy.
Picture One Text: Funk Asia Celebrates its 10th Anniversary!

DJ Central

Polar Ice Central Stage

6:00pm
DJ Dare-N

7:00pm
Miss Polar Ice

8:00pm


9:00pm
Baby Joel Smye

10:00pm Cedric Gervais

Spotlight Artist: (Include Picture)
Cedric Gervais is one of the biggest DJs to ever come out of Miami. Once resident at Nikki Beach and Crobar, he now rocks dance floors around the world. Known for his track “Burning,” his remix of Alcatraz’s “Give me Luv” in WMC 2007, his own 2007 single “Spirit in my Life” from his highly anticipated debut album, Experiment, for Ultra Records, as well as his work with Lenny Kravitz and Duran Duran, Cedric has also recently remixed Delacy’s “Hideaway” for WMC 2008. Cedric is sure to make even more noise with his music before long.

Dyke Day Afternoon

Labatt South Stage

2:00pm
Denise Benson featuring The Scandelles, Project Sugar, Nolan Natasha and Chelsea 

4:00pm
Dance Yourself to Death

4:30pm
Ivan Coyote w/ Lyndell Montgomery

5:00pm
Ember Swift

6:00pm
Ivan Coyote w/ Veda Hille

6:15pm
Veda Hille & Her Swell Band

7:00pm
Uh Huh Her

8:00pm
Insert Pronoun Here III

In its fourth year, Dyke Day Afternoon only gets hotter. Synchro-legend Denis Benson spins her web of edgy electro and hip hop. Celebrate the release of Toronto dance-rocksters Dance Yourself To Death’s long-overdue full-length album. Award-winning writer/performer Ivan Coyote brings Yukon charm to Toronto, joined by acclaimed musicians Lyndell Montgomery and Veda Hille. Then be transfixed by ethereal electro-pop duo Uh Her Her. And the day wouldn’t be complete without the latest installment of the wildly popular drag show, Insert Pronoun Here. 

Spotlight Artist: Uh Huh Her 
L.A.-based Uh Huh Her is the dynamic pairing of musician/actress Leisha Hailey (Murmers, The L Word) and singer/producer/instrumentalist Camila Grey (Mellowdrone). Uh Huh Her’s sound, a self-described indie-electro-pop hybrid, “… is the evolution from our backgrounds,” Grey says. “We slammed them all together and that’s what came out.” Their music’s sultriness is replete with elastic bass lines, ambient synths and backbeats that will seduce to the core. The band’s first single, “Say So,” put them in iTunes’ Top 20 and resulted in sold out shows in L.A., New York and the U.K.

Picture One Text: Be seduced by ethereal electro-pop duo Uh Huh Her  

Picture Two Text: Veda Hille is quite simply one of Canada’s finest songwriters

Hidden Cameras Concert

Labatt South Stage

9:00pm – 12:00am

The Hidden Cameras make their anticipated return to Toronto Pride, six years after becoming queer-pop heroes on the Fruit Loopz stage. Now international stars, they have four acclaimed full-length albums under their belts, including 2006’s Awoo. Their anthemic church-folk ballads are as politically charged as they are sincere. Denver-based songwriter and cellist Ian Cooke opens. His distinctive style pulls from classical music, pop, folk, avant-garde, world music, and jazz. 
Picture One Text: Come be converted to the church of The Hidden Cameras.
DJ Central

Polar Ice Central Stage

1:00pm DJ Quinces

2:00pm DJ $leaze

3:00pm DJ Barbi

4:00pm Cozmic Cat

5:00pm Jamal (Toronto) vs. Domenic (Montreal)

6:00pm Xenon (Toronto) vs. Fabian Shinobi (Montreal)

7:00pm Juniah!

8:00pm Vernessa Mitchell

8:30pm Neill MacLeod

9:30pm Mitch Winthrop

10:30pm White Tiger West w/ DJ Sumation

Spotlight Artist (1): Include Picture

Vernessa Mitchell is the diva who brought you the smash dance hits “This Joy,” “Issues,” “Reap,” “Higher,” “Serious” and “Trouble Don’t Always Last.” Her release “Took my Life,” the huge club anthem remixed by Jr. Vasquez, reached #1 on the Billboard Club Play Charts. Now “Accept Me,” Vernessa’s latest release, is heading to the #1 spot once again, this time on the Billboard Dance Club Chart.

Spotlight Artist (2): Include Picture
Harnessing the power of the white tiger, which is viewed by Eastern culture as the guardian of the West, DJ Sumation (aka Sam Wong) brings a solid reputation as a DJ/promoter to the dance floor. His venues as resident or guest DJ include AX Party Nights (originally AsianXpress), 5ive Nightclub, Vice, Alibi’s College Night, Buddies in Bad Times, Circa, The Barn, Fly Nightclub, major hotel galas, community fundraisers and social club events.  DJ Sumation has also headlined the Official Pride Dance 2003, Fashion Cares 2006, Walk for Life 2004-2007 and SNAP! since 2002. 

Pop Goes Pride

TD Canada Trust Wellesley Stage

3:00pm Cajjmere Wray

4:00pm
Hunter Valentine

4:30pm
Lady X's Feedback

5:00pm
Jeffery Straker

6:00pm
Melanie C.

7:00pm
The No Pussy Dolls Show

A descendant of Beethoven, a hot pop-rockin’ front-woman, and Sporty Spice – Pop Goes Pride pushes the limits of pop music as only Pride Toronto can! Fall for Hunter Valentine, the pop-rockers poised for international stardom. Piano prodigy Jeffrey Straker trained from the same lineage as Beethoven, no doubt influencing his unique brand of chamber-pop. A gay icon for boys and girls alike, Melanie C. back-flips onto the stage. And you’ll wish your girlfriend was hot like the members of the No Pussy Dolls Drag Show. 

Spotlight Artist: Melanie C

With three million solo albums sold , six top 10 singles and over 200 combined weeks on UK music charts, Melanie C has solidified her position as one of the most successful British female artists of the last decade. Her career began in 1996 with the Spice Girls, and in 1999, she released Northern Star, her solo debut. It was followed by Reason in 2003, and Beautiful Intentions in 2005, released through Red Girl Records, Mel’s own label. Her latest album, This Time, followed in 2007, and is set to be released on this side of the pond in May by EMI Music Canada, coinciding with the start of Mel C’s Canadian Tour.
Picture One Text: Back-flipping chart topper Melanie C headlines 

Picture Two Text: Hunter Valentine will make your heart skip a beat

Electro Avenue

TD Canada Trust Wellesley Stage

7:00pm
Divinesque

7:30pm
Kelly & the Kelly Girls

8:15pm
Vivek Shraya

8:30pm
White Punks on Dope

9:15pm
Fritz Helder & The Phantoms

9:50pm
Dragonette

10:45pm Trans X

A bevy of innovative electro, ska and punk outfits hit the street for Electro Avenue, including, Kelly & the Kelly Girls frontman R. Kelly Clipperton, who is sure to wear more makeup than clothes (which is totally fine with us!) Juno-nominated globetrotters Dragonette bring their cutie-pie electro-pop across the pond from their current UK digs. White Punks On Dope is the hard-house brainchild of producer and FLY DJ Dwayne Minard and his production partner Gavin Bradley. And groundbreaking Canadian synth-legends Trans-X return to their roots. Featuring DJ Triple-X between sets spinning electro-sexual beats.

Spotlight Artist: Dragonette

Dragonette makes sharp, sardonically witty electronic pop music.  From the very start, the concept was unapologetic “pop”.  The results are dirty, hook-heavy, electro-pop monsters like “I Get Around” and “Competition,” depicting a world of guilt-free promiscuity and sexual predators. Their second live show was with New Order at NYC’s Hammerstein Ballroom, followed by a US tour supporting Duran Duran.
Picture One Text: Dragonette is unapologetically pop 

Picture Two Text: Electro-soul-dance meastro Fritz Helder

The Parachute Club Concert

TD Canada Trust Wellesley Stage - 11:00pm

The Parachute Club is known for their socially conscious lyrics and Latin/Caribbean rhythms.  They are one of Canada's most critically acclaimed and commercially successful music groups, earning several gold and platinum albums, and collecting Casby and Juno wins in the 1980s.  Their hits “Rise Up” and “Love and Compassion” remain radio favourites. Current members include Lorraine Segato (vocals), David Gray (guitar), Billy Bryans (drums), Keir Brownstone (bass), Chendy Leon Jr., Rebecca Campbell and Glenda Del Monte.

Picture One Text: Canadian icons The Parachute Club reunite on our main stage

Pride Unplugged
Rogers Paul Kane Parkette Stage
1:00pm
Santerias

2:00pm
Zara Ahmed

2:30pm
Mark Jacob

3:30pm
eMKeh

5:00pm
Tona Brown

6:00pm
Cadence

7:00pm
Tanya Davis

8:00pm
Troy Brooks & Tracey Gallant

8:30pm
Ian Cooke

9:30pm
Amy Campbell

It’s splendor in the grass as performers ranging from folk to latin to classical descend upon the Paul Kane Parkette. Catch Latin fever with flamenco and jazz-influenced Santerias. Fresh from recording his album in Nashville, Orillia’s Mark Jacob brings his country twang to the big city. Toronto indie darling emKeh breaks girls hearts with her melodic ballads. Witness the transformation of Tona Brown from awkward violin prodigy from the projects to classical music diva. And Atlantic alabaster songstress Tanya Davis heads west with her poetic art-folk tunes.
 
Pride Unplugged is a Free Zone environment allowing those in recovery a drug and alcohol free place to enjoy Pride Week 2008. In addition to live performances, festivities include holistic services, green grass, a kidz zone and confidential recovery meetings at 10:00am, 11:00am, 4:00pm, 10:00pm and 11:00pm in a private tent. Free Zone provides clean and sober fun in a family friendly environment. It’s a great alternative to the beer gardens!

Spotlight Artist: Cadence

Four Men. Four Microphones. No Instruments. A play list covering jazz, popular music, doo-wop, even classical, plus four guys who can’t help but have fun equals a show with instrumental imitation, sophisticated harmonies, and engaging audience interaction. This winning formula has earned Cadence international recognition as “one of the finest quartets to make an appearance in the a cappella scene”. Cadence has performed for Quincy Jones and the Manhattan Transfer, and sung with vocal maestro Bobby McFerrin at the 2003 Montreal Jazz Festival and in 2005 at Roy Thomson Hall. 

Picture One Text: A cappella soars with Cadence also performing Sunday, June 29th at 4:30pm at TD Canada Trust Wellesley Stage

Picture Two Text: Transgendered violinist and opera singer Tona Brown also performs Saturday, June 28th at 4:45pm at transAction Stage in George Hislop Park

Alterna Queer

Alexander Parkette Stage

12:00pm DJ Triple-X

1:30pm Strong Like Bull

2:00pm Senor Kasio

2:30pm Mad June

3:00pm Satan’s Candy

3:30pm Foxes

4:00pm Shitt Hott

5:00pm Stop Die Resuscitate

6:00pm Leif

7:00pm Creature

8:00pm Miss Guy

8:30pm Ari Up (of the Slits)

9:30pm Miss Guy

10:00pm Duchess Says

An extraordinary cabinet of curiousities that defies categorization –  in terms of music and sexuality. Strong Like Bull (Alberta-native Richard Delamar) blends electronic music with (no kidding) honky tonk. Señor Kasio is a Dublin-based electro-punk outfit and Mad June are three Montreal alt-rock chicks. With guest collaborations and a genre-bending style, you never know what to expect from electro-thrashers Stop Die Resuscitate. And self-proclaimed “moog rockers”, Duchess Says, end the night with an unforgettable show drawing from cinema and visual arts.

Spotlight Artist: Duchess Says

Duchess Says was created in 2003 by four members of the Church of Budgerigars, whose goal was to ensure a faithful representation of the message of the Duchess (or spiritual budgie, naturally) through a precise artistic dialog. Comprised of A-Claude (vox, keytar, guit, programmations), Ismael (keyboard, guitar, programmations), Phil (guitar, bass, feedbacks) and Simon Says (lo-fi beats, drums and doubtful noises), Duchess Says serves up a repertory of "moog rock" songs influenced by no wave, new wave, and punk, cinema and visual arts. Duchess Says’ mandate is to decontextualize rock and to promote their Church on the way.

Picture One Text: Duchess Says serves up a repertory of "moog rock" 

Picture Two Text: Miss Guy, a femme-fox with a voice (and package) that can't be denied. – Rolling Stone
Ho’Mo’Town

TD Canada Trust Wellesley Stage

2:00pm
DJ Cory Activate

4:30pm
Cadence

5:00pm
MADO

6:00pm
Billy Newton Davis

6:30pm
Pepper Mashay

7:30pm
Adam Joseph

8:00pm
Jully Black

Got soul? These ladies and gentlemen of R&B, Soul and Urban music certainly do. Ranging in age from none-of-your-business to how-dare-you-ask, they’re proof real soul knows no age.  Honourary-Canadian Billy Newton Davis and Boston crooner Adam Joseph represent the boys. As for the ladies: Pepper Mashay, the powerhouse voice behind the gay anthem “Down in the Pool,” gives the people what they want, and Canadian R&B superstar Jully Black headlines. Falling somewhere in between is Montreal’s diva of drag, Mado, bringing her cabaret act to Toronto.

Spotlight Artist: Jully Black

Jully Black first appeared on Canadian pop chars in 1998 with the single “Rally’n.” She’s penned songs for Destiny’s Child and Nas, shared the stage with Jay-Z, 50 Cent, Bon Jovi, Josh Groban and Usher, and collaborated with Ian Thornley, Dallas Green and Hawksley Workman. Her compelling debut, This is Me, put her back on the charts in 2007, and her audience continues to grow with her celebrity reporting on CTV’s eTalk Daily.

Picture One Text: Jully Black’s got DJs playing her songs

Picture Two Text: You can’t help dancing when Juno-winning Billy Newton Davis hits the stage

Thelma Houston Concert (featuring ten piece band)

TD Canada Trust Wellesley Stage - 9:30pm

Mississippi-native Thelma Houston began performing gospel music in the 1960s. After signing with Motown Records in 1967, Thelma claimed the top of the charts with her high-powered rendition of “Don't Leave Me This Way,” and earned a Grammy for “Best R&B Female Vocal Performance.” Forty years later, Thelma Houston’s extraordinary career shows no signs of slowing down. This August, she releases her 22nd album, A Woman’s Touch. 
Picture One Text: Grammy-winner Thelma Houston brings a woman’s touch to Toronto Pride

DJ Central

Polar Ice Central Stage

1:00pm Christian Shore

2:00pm San Fran 

3:00pm Matt Gracie

4:00pm Sonny D

5:00pm Geoff Kelleway

6:00pm Chiclet

7:00pm Suzanne Palmer

7:30pm Cajjmere Wray w/ vocalist Melleefresh

8:00pm Dwayne Minard

9:00pm Sydney Blu

10:00pm Billy Carroll

Spotlight Artist (1): Suzanne Palmer (Include Picture)

Beginning in 1997, Suzanne Palmer’s three hit singles, "Much Better," "Alright," and "Muscles," from the Club 69 album Style, established her as a major star in the club music scene. Her rousing dance floor follow-ups include the inspirational house anthem "Stand Up!," her irresistible "Hide U," 2002’s club smash "Show Me," and the UK breakout trance/house collaboration with DJ Tiesto, "643/Love's On Fire.” Her recent club classic, "Luv 2 Luv," along with her first full-length CD Home, in 2005, featuring "Sound Of The Drum," "Fascinated," and "Free My Love," broadened her success. With her potent blend of musical styles, Palmer’s spirited, gospel-influenced performances continue to win converts.

Spotlight Artist (2): Billy Carroll (Include Picture)

Billy holds residencies at nightclubs throughout the Northeast, including Splash in New York, and, in Summer 2008, the infamous Sip 'n Twirl in the Fire Island Pines. In Canada, he has spun at Fly Nightclub and Sonic, and regularly spins at 816 in Vancouver and at Montreal’s Stereo. Billy headlined at Altitude in Whistler for 10 years and has played numerous official Pride parties and street dances in Montreal, Toronto, and Vancouver. His dIRTY bEATS CD on Kult Records is being released, featuring his first collection of fully-licensed tracks by some of his favorite aspiring writers, producers, remixers, and DJs on the scene today. 

Blockorama  – One full page (300 words max)

Schedule and Description (Description = 100 words) 

2 Artist Spotlights (80 words per spotlight)

2 Pictures (one per spotlight)

Blockorama 10: Ingite! Inspire! Unite!

George Hislop Park Stage

12:00pm Blessings/Opening

12:15pm DJ Memphis Sugar

1:00pm
Sharon Mcleod Fauxtet

1:30pm
Tona Brown

1:45pm
DJ Dr G

2:30pm
Michelle Mondesir a.k.a Muza

2:45pm
Mecca

3:00pm
DJ X-taci

3:45pm
Enjoy Troy

4:00pm
DJ Carma

4:45pm
DJ Verlia

5:30pm
Glad Voices: Jackae Baker, Nicollette Brown, Mandy, Devine, Michelle Ross, Ignacio Rivera, Deadlee, Drag King Dred

6:30pm
DJ Nik Red presents Dance Off: Ill Na Na, House of Munroe

7:00pm
DJ Cozmic Cat

7:45pm
DJ Kani

8:30pm
DJ Mr Kicks

9:15pm
DJ Blackcat

10:00pm DJ Jojoflores

Celebrating its tenth year, Blockorama celebrates the spirit of the black-queer community with performances by artists from throughout North America. Come down to the Blockorama stage for fierceness and family and feel the vibes from all over the African Diaspora, from Trinidad to Ghana, from Philly to Toronto. Featuring performances by Deadlee, dj jojoflores and Drag King Dred.

Spotlight Artist: Deadlee

Deadlee has garnered much press from Rolling Stone, CNN, and The Advocate, with his groundbreaking, genre-screwing approach. A key player in gay rap/hip hop, he’s played at music festivals including the Peace Out Festival (Homohop) in Oakland, Peace Out East in NYC, and the San Francisco GLBT Pride Main Stage three times. Says Gay.com's Josh Tager: "Like many of his rap peers, Deadlee's albums are intense, writhing outbursts of anger. The notable distinction here is that when Deadlee bashes, he's bashing back. He is a vigilante for social justice, committed to confronting homophobia wherever he sees it."

Picture One Text: Deadlee, L.A.’s original gay rapper, leads the Homo Revolution

Spotlight Artist: Drag King Dred 

Drag King Dred is a gangsta-rapping drag king impersonating the likes of P. Diddy, and Shaft.  Dred is one of the most sought after artists for LGBTQQIA, Black History, and Women's History Month events. Through her performances, she draws attention to society’s domestication of notions of sexuality, race, and gender. 
 
Using theatre, dance, humor and cultural history, Dred plays with gender roles and social/racial stereotypes to inspire all audiences to think about race, gender, identites. Her shows are not just about imitating the "opposite" sex, they are about freedom of self-expression and crossing/breaking boundaries. 
Picture Two Text: Drag King Dred also brings her super-fly gender-bending act to the transAction Stage, Saturday, June 28th at 8:30pm at George Hislop Park 


Trans Stage – One full page (300 words max)

Schedule and Description (Description = 100 words) 

2 Artist Spotlights (80 words per spotlight) 

2 Pictures (one per spotlight)

transAction Stage

George Hislop Park Stage

3:00pm
DJ Memphis Sugar

4:00pm
Ignacio Rivera

4:45om
Tona Brown

5:30pm
Julia Serano

6:15pm
namoli brennet

7:00pm
Ivan Coyote

7:30pm
GoodHandy's Cabaret

8:10pm
Nolan Natasha

8:30pm
Drag King Dred

9:30pm
CPI

10:15pm Nik Red

Transformative. Transfixing. Transgressive.  With hot DJs, classical musicians, political poets, and cabaret performers, transAction is as entertaining as it is enlightening. Brooklynite Ignacio Rivera tackles gender, sex and race issues in hir passionate poetry. Renaissance woman Julia Serano is the author of Whipping Girl: A Transexual Woman on Sexism and the Scapegoating of Feminity. namoli brennet shares her fifth full-length album, Singer Shine Your Light, from her own Girl’s Gotta Eat label. And MC Nolan Natasha shatters the boundaries of hip hop with his often personal, always humorous raps. Hosted by award-winning author, performance artist, and academic S. Bear Bergman.

Spotlight Artist (1): Ignacio Rivera (Include Picture)

Activist, educator, and sex worker, Ignacio Rivera has been performing poetry and one-person shows across the country. Ze can be seen in the adult films, Trans Entity: The Nasty Love of Papi and Wii, and In Search of the Wild Kingdom. Ignacio is the founder of Poly Patao Productions, which is dedicated to producing sex-positive workshops, performance pieces, films, play parties, and educational opportunities. Ze is also a founding board member of Queers for Economic Justice, a progressive, non-profit organization committed to promoting economic justice in a context of sexual and gender liberation.

Spotlight Artist (2): namoli brennet (Include Picture)

Tucson-based songwriter namoli brennet has honed her craft through hundreds of performances and thousands of miles on the road. Since 2002, she has produced and released six CDs on her own label, Flaming Dame Records, and toured the country many times over, with stops at the San Diego Indie Music Fest, DC Pride, Chicago’s Queer is Folk Fest, countless clubs, festivals, colleges, and house concerts. namoli’s shared a stage with Melissa Ferrick, Jill Sobule, Michelle Shocked and spoken-word artist Alix Olson. A four-time Outmusic award nominee, she’s been featured in Performing Songwriter Magazine, The Advocate and the Chicago Free Press.

Proud Voices Saturday – One full page (300 words max)

Schedule and Description (Description = 100 words)

2 Artist Spotlights (80 words per spotlight)

2 Pictures (one per spotlight)

Proud Voices: Authors Reading Series

James Canning Gardens Stage

3:00pm
Ivan Coyote

3:30pm
Mariko Tamaki

4:00pm
Joey Comeau

4:30pm
R.M. Vaughan

5:00pm
Anand Mahadevan

5:30pm
Shani Mootoo

6:00pm


6:30pm
Emma Donoghue

7:00pm
Neil Smith

7:30pm
Nalo Hopkinson

Presented in partnership with The Word On The Street, Proud Voices’ second year features another eclectic collection of emerging authors and distinguished veterans. Ambisexual political pranksters wreak havoc in Joey Cameau’s Lockpick Pornography. The Globe and Mail columnist R.M. Vaughan (check out his G&M piece, “Toronto: Love it? Hate it?” as a primer) reads from his latest book, Troubled: A Memoir in Poems. Mariko Tamaki shares stories from Fake ID and excerpts from her graphic novel Skim, a gothic-Lolita-lesbian-love-story (illustrated by her cousin, Jillian Tamaki). And listen to Canadian short story-writing sensation Neil Smith go Bang Crunch.

Spotlight Artist (1): Include Picture

Mariko Tamaki is a Toronto writer and performer, who has appeared on stage with a variety of performance troupes, including fat activists Pretty, Porky and Pissed Off, The Corporate Wet Nurse Association, and theatre misfits TOA. She has published two collections of creative non-fiction, True Lies: The Book of Bad Advice and Fake ID, and one novella, Cover Me. Her most recent work is a graphic novel, Skim, illustrated by her cousin Jillian Tamaki. Mariko new graphic novel, Emiko Superstar, will be released later this summer as part of DC Comics’ MINX series. 

Spotlight Artist (1): Include Picture

R.M. Vaughan is a Toronto-based writer and video artist originally from New Brunswick. His books include the poetry collections A Selection of Dazzling Scarves, Invisible to Predators and Ruined Stars, the novels A Quilted Heart and Spells, and the plays Camera, Woman and The Monster Trilogy. His writing also appears in over forty national and international anthologies, and his short video and film works are exhibited in festivals and galleries across Canada and internationally. Vaughan also comments on art and culture for numerous publications including The Globe and Mail. His latest book is Troubled: A Memoir in Poems, a poetic memoir of a patient/psychiatrist relationship gone horribly wrong.

Proud Voices Sunday – One full page (300 words max)

Schedule and Description (Description = 100 words)

2 Artist Spotlights (80 words per spotlight)

2 Pictures (one per spotlight)

Proud Voices: Storytelling Series

James Canning Gardens Stage

3:00pm
Nik Red

3:30pm
Anna Camilleri

4:00pm
David Bateman

4:30pm
Christina Starr

5:00pm
evalyn parry

5:30pm
Kristyn Dunnion

6:00pm
Ivan Coyote

6:30pm
Rico Rodriquez

7:00pm
Mariko Tamaki

7:30pm
Arianna Pozzuoli

8:00pm
Chris Kay Fraser

8:30pm
Tristan Whiston

The oral sharing of stories, narratives, and histories has long been a vital part of a culture’s development. But the Sunday edition of Proud Voices gives traditional storytelling motifs a colourful, contemporary twist when queer storytellers impart their wisdom and experiences. Yukon golden child Ivan E. Coyote takes listeners on a wild road trip. Storytelling siren Anna Camilleri (and Coyote’s former Taste This accomplice) explores gender and femininity. Rico Rodriguez’s folktales, fairytales, and histories draw from Latin and Hispanic cultures. Christina Starr muses on her roles as both queer activist and “mommy”.  And from opera-singing child prodigy to amateur boxer to trans man, Tristan Whiston shares his unique view. 

Spotlight Artist (1): Ivan E. Coyote Include Picture

Born and raised in Whitehorse, Ivan E. Coyote is a renowned performer and the award-winning author of five books. Her first love is live storytelling and she has, over the last 12 years, become an audience favourite at international music, poetry, spoken word, and writers festivals. Ivan has been described as a “natural-born storyteller” by The Globe and Mail, and as a “distinctive and persuasive voice [with] a flawless sense of pacing, and an impeccable sense of story” by Quill Magazine. Ottawa X Press says that “Coyote is to CanLit what kd lang is to country music: a beautifully odd fixture.”

Spotlight Artist (2): evalyn parry (Include Picture)

Gifted with a sharp pen, a quirky musical sensibility and a wicked sense of humour, evalyn parry is taking her place as one of Canada’s most powerful and diverse stage artists.  An award-winning singer-songwriter, spoken word artist, and theatre creator, evalyn “breathes new life into the folk tradition with her politics, passion and poetry,” says Canadian folk magazine, Penguin Eggs.“ And Herizons says, “Engaging, clever and constantly surprising, Parry evokes tears and laughter in equal measure.” Her outspoken, political creations hold out a powerful vision of social change, while her irreverent wit holds nothing sacred.

Pride Verses – One half page (150 words max)

Description

1 Artist Spotlight

1 Picture 

Pride Verses

Tuesday, June 24

8:00PM to 12:00AM

Gladstone – Melody Bar (1214 Queen Street West)

Admission: Free

On Tuesday, June 24, 2008, Toronto’s most daring, most outrageous, and most talented performance poets will descend on the Gladstone Melody Bar for an inspiring, energetic and in-your-face night of poetry. Featuring performances by Sky Gilbert, Tara-Michelle Ziniuk, Kate Leadbeater and host d'bi young anitafrika.

Spotlight Artist (1): Include Picture

Sky Gilbert is a writer, director, and drag queen extraordinaire. He was co-founder and artistic director of Buddies in Bad Times Theatre (North America’s largest gay and lesbian theatre) for 18 years.  Sky has published five novels, two books of poetry and a memoir since he left Buddies, and recently won the ReLit award for his novel An English Gentleman. Dr. Gilbert holds a University Research Chair in Creative Writing and Theatre Studies at The School of English and Theatre Studies at Guelph University and has recently published a novella, Wit in Love.
Video Commissioning Project - One full page (300 words max)

Artist List, Exhibition Site, Launch Party Info and Description (Description = 100 words) 

2 Artist Spotlights (80 words per spotlight)

2 Pictures (one per spotlight)

Video Art Is Queer

It’s here! It’s queer! It’s video art! In its second year, Video Art is Queer presents daring new works from some of the queer community’s most innovative video artists. Toronto art scene luminaries examine queer politics in thought-provoking and audacious ways, including: conceptual artist and experimental filmmaker Deanna Bowen’s deeply symbolic and haunting works; Aleesa Cohene’s found footage exploring capitalism, immigration, and the body politic; and the poignancy and wit of Steve Reinke’s ostensibly simple videos. 
Participating Artists: Steve Reinke, Nina Levitt, Robert Lee, Deanna Bowen, Jean-Paul Kelly, Oliver Husain, Krys McGuire, Allyson Mitchell, Aleesa Cohene with Benny Nemerofsky Ramsay and Tori Foster with Alexis Mitchell.
Production Support Provided By:

Trinity Square Video, a not-for-profit charitable media arts centre that provides artists and community organizations with video production/post-production support and services at accessible rates. Here since 1971, TSV provides a broad spectrum of services related to video: workshops, screenings, gallery exhibitions, artist residencies festival sponsorships and community partnerships.
Screening/Exhibition Information:

Commissioned works will be screened at the launch party, Pride Weekend on large screens  at our festival site, and through web streaming at pridetonto.com.

Video Art is Queer Launch Party

Wednesday, June 25, 2008

7:00PM to 9:00PM

Gladstone – Melody Bar

Spotlight Artist (1): ALeesa Cohene (Include Picture)

Toronto-based artist Aleesa Cohene produces videos and video installations that seek to explore the polarity between ideas and emotion, cultural belief and personal integrity, addressing themes of political unrest, immigration policy, and domestic anxieties.  The work of Montréal-based artist Benny Nemerofsky Ramsay brings together song, self-reflexive performance and lyrics from pop music as vehicles for examining ways in which emotional expression changes shape when mediated by technology and popular culture.  Ramsay and Cohene currently work together in creative partnership. 

Spotlight Artist (2): Include Picture

Steve Reinke is an artist and writer best known for his videos. His work is screened widely and is in several collections, including the Museum of Modern Art (New York), the Pompidou (Paris), and the National Gallery (Ottawa). With his videos, he is typically a diarist, creating collages of autobiographical voiceovers offering his desires and pop culture appraisals with endearing wit.  Born in Northern Ontario, Reinke is currently associate professor of Art Theory & Practice at Northwestern University in Chicago, Illinois.

Rave

Labatt South Stage

2:00pm
Lady Bass

3:00pm
Kids on TV

4:00pm
MEN

6:00pm
Robb G

7:00pm
DJ TK

8:00pm
Don Berns aka Dr Trance

9:00pm
Deko-ze

9:30pm
Camille Douglas

10:00pm Jelo

It wouldn¹t be Pride Toronto without some of Canada¹s most innovative DJs and bands making the streets pulse for a hot and sweaty crowd of revelers. Unconventional Toronto art-rockers Kids On TV mix projections, choreography and rock beats. Spa Excess¹s veteran resident DJ (and the only woman spinning in a spa for men in North America), DJ TK brings her funky style and energy to the stage. With a worldwide following, find out why Deko-ze (Michael Babb) is known as Toronto¹s hardest working DJ. Innovative DJ Jelo mixes an irresistible blend of house, techno, and breaks.
Spotlight Artist (1): MEN Include Picture

MEN is the new music project created by JD Samson and Johanna Fateman of the New York feminist punk electronic band Le Tigre. With the band on hiatus, the two have continued to DJ, make beats, and complete remixes throughout the U.S. Now back in New York City, they are writing original music and developing a live act. MEN has released two demos, which are available for download at www.menmakemusic.com.

Spotlight Artist (2): Include Picture

JELO has remixed pop stars and had his tracks licensed to acts like Bad Boy Bill, Donald Glaude, John Aquaviva, and DJ Skribble.  Staying true to his musical principals despite being called "too hard,” "too loud" and "too techno," JELO continues to be one of the most in-demand artists in Canadian electronic music.  He keeps audiences dancing until sunrise all over England, Greece, Dubai, Taiwan, and in every major city in North America.  Where will we see him next?

